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Case BOA 2020-03 – Sandy Lake Amusement Park Pole Sign 
 

City of Carrollton staff inspected the Sandy Lake Amusement Park pole sign at approximately 

2055 North Interstate Highway 35 East and adjacent to 2001 North Interstate Highway 35 East, 

Carrollton, Dallas County.  The sign is located on the Texas Department of Transportation right-

of-way and situated on the west side of North Interstate Highway 35 East, approximately 430 

feet north of Sandy Lake Road and 26 feet west of the North Interstate Highway 35 East service 

road.  The pole sign was found to be damaged and obsolete.  Carrollton Code of Ordinances, 

Sections 151.20 and 151.22 require the removal of signs determined by the Building Official to 

be in disrepair and/or obsolete.   

 

A certified letter was mailed through the United States Post Office on June 16, 2020, addressed 

to the Texas Department of Transportation describing the requirements for removal of the 

Sandy Lake Amusement Park pole sign within fifteen days.  However, the sign remains on the 

property. 

 

Sandy Lake Amusement Park, previously located at 1800 Sandy Lake Road, ceased operations 

and the land was subsequently sold on October 16, 2018.  This off-site pole sign advertising the 

now-closed park serves no bona fide use or purpose.  Additionally, the sign has sustained 

extensive weathering and has a partially detached section that could become a public safety 

concern. 

 

Staff requests the Board of Adjustment, upon review of the evidence and testimony given, to 

wholly affirm, by Order, the Building Official’s determination that the Sandy Lake Amusement 

Park pole sign denoted above, is obsolete and to wholly affirm the requirement for such sign, 

including its support structure, to be removed within 30 days.  If the property owner fails to 

comply in the specified time, staff requests the Board to authorize the City of Carrollton to 

remove the sign and direct bill all costs to the property owner in conformance with the 

Carrollton Code of Ordinances.  
 

Attachments: 
A. Location Map 

B. Photographs 

C. Ordinance Excerpts 

D. Notice of Violation to Property Owner 

E. Dallas County Appraisal District information for Sandy Lake Amusement Park 

F. Notices of the Public Hearing 

G. Deed filed with the Dallas County Property Records  
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Current Location of Sign: 
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Future Highway Expansion Plans at the Location of Sign: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Case BOA-2020-03 

October 22, 2020 

Attachment B-1 

Photographs 
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Photographs 
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Ordinance Excerpts 

 

Carrollton Code Ordinances, Chapter 151: Sign Regulations –  

 

Section 151.05 Definitions 

 Building Official:  City Manager or designee charged with the administration and  

enforcement of this code, or the Building Official’s duly authorized representative. 

Obsolete:  Any sign which no longer serves a bona fide use or purpose on a lot with or 

without a structure. 

 

Section 151.20 Removal of Obsolete Signs 

 Any sign which the Building Official determines no longer serves a bona fide use  

conforming to this code or an abandoned use, shall be removed by the owner, agent or 

person having the beneficial use of the land, buildings or structure upon which such sign  

is located within 15 days after written notification to do so from the Building Official.   

Upon failure to comply with such notice, the Building Official is hereby authorized to  

cause the removal of such sign, and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the  

owner of the land, building or structure to which such sign is attached or upon which it  

is erected.   Abandoned use shall be the voluntary act of the user and/or owner to  

discontinue a use for a period of one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days or more.  

 

Section 151.22 Maintenance and Removal of Signs  

 All signs and sign support structures, together with all of their supports, braces, guys 

and anchors, shall be kept in good repair and in proper state of preservation.  The 

display surfaces of all signs shall be kept neatly painted or posted at all times.  The 

Building Official may order the removal of any sign that is not maintained in accordance 

with this section. 

 

Signs posted in the right-of-way, in violation of this Code, unlawfully on City property, or  

signs posing a traffic or other safety hazard, may be removed by the City without prior  

notice.  All costs associated with sign removal will be paid by the sign owner. 
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Section 151.82 Operational Procedure  

 (C) Appeals to the Board can be taken by any person aggrieved, or by any officer,  

department or board of the city affected by any decision of the Building Official relative 

to the enforcement of this ordinance.  Such appeal shall be taken within fifteen (15)  

days’ time after the decision has been rendered by the Building Official, by filing with  

the Building Official and with the Board a notice of appeal specifying the grounds  

thereof, and upon payment of a fee in an amount determined by the City Council.  The  

Building Official shall forthwith transmit to the Board all of the papers constituting the  

records upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

 

Section 151.83 (A) Action of the Board of Adjustment 

(A) In exercising its powers, the Board may, in conformity with the provisions of the  

state of Texas as existing or hereafter amended, reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, or 

may modify the order, requirements, decision or determination appealed from and 

make such order, requirement, decision of determination in the Board’s opinion as 

ought to be made and have all powers of the Building Official.  The Board shall have the 

power to impose reasonable conditions in order to assure compliance and protect 

adjacent property. 

 

Section 151.84 Notice of Hearing Before the Board of Adjustment Required  

 The Board shall hold a public hearing on all applications and appeals made thereto.   

Such notice under this chapter shall be given not less than ten (10) days before the date  

set for the hearing to all parties in interest.  Such notice may be served by depositing the  

same, properly addressed and postage paid, in the United States Post Office.  Notice  

shall be given by publishing the same at least one (1) time in a newspaper of general  

circulation in the city of Carrollton at least ten (10) days prior to the date of such  

hearing, which notice shall state the time and place of such hearing. 
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Notice of Violation to Property Owner 
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Notice of Violation to Property Owner – Returned Receipt 
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Dallas Central Appraisal District  

Information for the previous Sandy Lake Amusement Park property showing the 

ownership change in October 2018 and supporting the determination that the 

sign is obsolete because it advertises a business that no longer exists  
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Notice of Hearing - Mailed to Property Owner 
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Notice of Hearing – Newspaper Posting 
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Deed for the property for which the sign is located showing ownership by the 

Texas Department of Transportation  
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