BOARD MINUTES
A. W. PERRY HOMESTEAD MUSEUM
April 22, 2014
The A. W. Perry Homestead Museum Board met at the A. W. Perry Homestead Museum,
1509 N. Perry Rd, at 7:06 pm, Tuesday, April 22, 2014.
Present:

Paul Price, Phyllis Jabin, Charles Thrasher, Glenda Palmer, George Barnes
and Thomas Williams. Staff: Toyia Pointer, Curator

Absent:

Lisa Stavinoha, Doug Wedemeyer and Cynthia Isley.

(Jabin presided over meeting.)
I.

Previous minutes were reviewed. Williams motioned to approve, Palmer
seconded, Thrasher abstained since he was not present at the January meeting.
All approved.

II.

Pointer gave an update on the Perry Society. They held a meeting April 16 of
their Officers. Their treasurer reported a balance of around $4600 for the
group. They discussed fundraising opportunities for building a gazebo at the
Perry and possible architects that could help with the design. They did not send
out renewal notices last year, but would host a meeting for members on June 7,
before the Movie on the Lawn event and have people renew at or after that
meeting. During the meeting they’ll elect officers and detail upcoming projects.
Their website was discussed and it was decided to discontinue it because it is
difficult to keep it up to date with all the Museum’s activities. Instead of their
own website, a Perry Society section will be added to the Museum’s website.
Information on the Society, its mission and activities will be available along with
a link to a printable membership form. Palmer stated that she was pleased to
hear that it sounded like they had a good meeting. There was some discussion
about the gazebo project and particular features the Museum Board would like
incorporated, like secure electrical outlets and that it match the current
aesthetics of the site.

III.

Barnes began the discussion on the review of the updated Collection
Management Policy. Barnes, Stavinoha and Pointer worked together since the
last Board meeting to review and redraft the document to be a better fit to
actual practices at the Perry and current standards in the museum field. There
was a discussion of various parts of the policy and how it sets best practices and
ethical guidelines to follow. Thrasher asked about inventories and
documentation of collection objects. Pointer explained current practices in
place. Price motioned to accept, Williams seconded and all in attendance
approved.

IV.

Current Museum Board by-laws need updated to reflect current Board and City
practices. For example, appointments are made by City Council in October, not
in July as the current by-laws reflect. Pointer asked for two volunteers to serve
on a committee to review and update the by-laws. Thrasher and Williams
volunteered to review and recommend updates. Barnes said he would provide
them a list of inconsistencies he noted when reviewing the by-laws, as well as
offer any guidance if needed as he had been involved with a similar project
during his previous appointment to the Neighborhood Advisory Commission.

V.

Information sharing. Pointer shared a number event and staff updates:
a. Movie on the Lawn and Spring Blooms, both on April 26
b. Texas History Alive program in March went well, but not as many
participants as last year.
c. Curator appeared on WFAA’s Good Morning Texas to promote the Teddy
Bear Picnic as part of their Family First segment on March 21. We did
receive additional inquires and registrations after the appearance. A link to
the segment is posted on our Facebook page for anyone interested.
d. Mother’s Day Concert will feature bluegrass this year by the Downtown
String Band. Cecilia Griffin, a Recreation Coordinator at the Senior Center,
has started assisting with events and programs at the Perry. She is obtaining
the prizes for the picnic contest from downtown Carrollton merchants.
e. Newest intern is Katelyn Combs. She started the last week in February and
will be with us for one year. She is a graduate student in Art
History/Museum Education from the University of North Texas.
f. Wisteria, a home furnishings and accessories company, did a commercial
photo shoot here on April 17 for their fall catalog.
g. Lots of families and professional photographers using the site recently for
portraits.
h. Repairs: picket fence was repaired and painted in April. Minor barn repairs
to woodwork and repairs to the windmill are scheduled for May.
i. Thrasher asked about the front door not shutting properly. Price also
commented on this. Pointer said she would have the new contractor she
had doing the barn repairs take a look at fixing it. He is a historic
preservationist and she felt comfortable with him looking at it and making a
recommendation to repair.
j. There was a question about the new signage going up around town
directing to City facilities. The Museum is not on any of the signage and
they inquired if and when the Museum would be included on the signs on
Josey and Belt Line Road.

Meeting concluded at 7:56 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Toyia Pointer, Curator /Staff Liaison

Lisa Stavinoha, Chairman

